








Entrepreneurs
are thriving in the

East of England

Two East of England companies, Young
Marmalade of Cambridge and Liftshare
based in Norfolk, have achieved succcess in
the annual BT ‘Essence of the Entrepreneur’
competition. Judged by a panel including
Dragons’ Den star Peter Jones, these companies
proved that the use of technology had helped
them succeed, and that British business can still
thrive in the current economy.

Now in its third year, the competition
celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit in the UK
and, despite hard times, the winners prove
this enthusiasm is still strong. To honour
this, the winners have had the essence

of their business captured in a stunning
portrait by renowned photographer Rankin.

Commenting on their success, regional
director Peter McCarthy Ward stressed
how important it is to recognise the
achievements of small businesses and that
BT is delighted to honour and applaud both
companies. For more information go to:
www.essenceoftheentrepreneur.co.uk

BT Technology

challenge

The Minister for the East of England Barbara
Follett is supporting BT’s call for teams of
young people to come forward from schools
across the region to think about how they
can enrich the spectator experience of major
sporting events.

Teams who enter the ‘BT Technology
Challenge for Schools’ should focus on a sport
of their choice and consider how it is currently
communicated to audiences both in the
sporting arena or at home, and assess both the
good and bad aspects of present coverage.

They are asked to use their imagination to
identify how technology could be used to
address any issues and ensure the spectator
experience is a good one for everybody.

To enter the contest, the teams — each
consisting up of up to six young people
—must present their findings and design
ideas. These must include details of how
their design addresses the issues identified,
who would use it and how it would be used.

BT says the projects can be presented in any
imaginative and inspiring electronic format.

The ideas do not have to be based on
technology that already exists, and the
technology does not have to be built.

The deadline for submissions is 6pm on
Friday 22 May 2009. For more information
visit www.atadastral.co.uk
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BT Partnership with the Football
Foundation kicks off in Ipswich

BT and the Football Foundation,

the UK’s largest sports charity,

have signed up Ipswich Town FCto a
groundbreaking initiative which will
use the power of sport to help local
communities in Suffolk improve their
computer and communication skills.

Communicating for Success (CfS) is a £1
million UK-wide programme which, using the
power of football and other sports, aims to
make communities aware of the importance
of digital literacy, healthy lifestyles and
employability and raise and improve their
levels of self-esteem and confidence.

The project will give up to 300 local people,
involving members of the whole family, the
opportunity to benefit from the programme,
which will alternate between education
activities (via ICT) and physical training/skills
development sessions via football and multi-
sports. These will take place at three centres
across Suffolk — Ipswich Town FC, Oulton
Broad Water Sports Centre and the National
Stud at Newmarket race course.

The project will improve confidence and skills

in ICT and provide an opportunity for accessing
multi-sports — based around the expertise of
the three unique centres (sailing, horse riding
and football). Literacy skills will be developed
through specific ‘positive communications’
activity which studies sport from ‘behind-the-
scenes’ such as commentary, press conferences
and journalism. Parents and children will also
benefit from visits to a range of unique sporting
venues within a variety of different sports across
Suffolk, making use of state-of-the-art ICT
facilities in each location.
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PM launches regional BT-backed
apprenticeship scheme

Prime Minister Gordon Brown
visited Adastral Park, BT’s centre
for research, innovation and
technology in Suffolk earlier this
year to launch a new local training
initiative for young people.

TThe Federated Apprenticeship Scheme

will offer young adults working for small to
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the East
of England the chance to gain a qualification
in information communication technology (ICT).

The scheme is being trialled by Innovation for
the Digital Economic Age (IDEA).

The organisation — which is to make
available 30 apprenticeship places —was
formed to collaborate on learning and skills
development in the region.

It is made up of BT, Suffolk New College,
the University of East Anglia, the University
of Essex, University Campus Suffolk and
University College London.

The trial will be run with Suffolk New College
during the 2009-10 academic year.

“Apprenticeships bring so many benefits to
everyone involved,” said the Prime Minister.
“They are an effective way for businesses to
obtain the right skills to get them through
the economic downturn, and offer a hand-
picked, motivated workforce.

“But they are also a way for keen and hard-
working young people to develop their skills
and experience in a workplace environment,
which will prepare and equip them for a
fulfilling career.

“This scheme shows how companies working
together with Government can find solutions to
their skills needs and develop real opportunities
for young people around them.”

Annette Thorpe, BT Regional Manager who
attended the launch said: “In these uncertain
times it is crucial companies and their
employees maximise their respective potential
and this scheme is designed to help both
achieve just that.

“Young people have a great deal to offer

the economy and BT is wholly committed to
equipping apprentices with the necessary tools
to thrive in the innovation age.”
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For further information on what's happening in your region visit the BT Regions website at: www.bt.com/btregions



