








Conference boost
for Liverpool

In its first year, the BT-supported convention
centre in Liverpool has welcomed around
71,000 delegates, hosted more than 265
events and contributed more than £200
million to the regional economy.

The BT Convention Centre sponsorship
builds on a joint venture between BT and
Liverpool City Council - Liverpool Direct
Limited — which is helping the city transform
its services.

The centre has already collected a number of
industry accolades — most recently scooping
the title of, ‘Best UK Venue’, at International
Confex 20009. It has also won the silver
award for, ‘Best UK Venue’, at the Meetings
and Incentive Travel Awards.

BT regional manager Peter Connor said: “BT
is delighted the centre is playing such a key
role in the renaissance of Liverpool. BT is
proud to continue to work in partnership
to support the sustainable growth and
prosperity of North West England.”

According to the centre’s general manager
Jacquie Rogers, the second year is set to be
just as successful. “The centre has already
taken bookings for a number of high profile
events,” she said.

The BT Convention Centre has been designed
to be one of Europe’s greenest venues. Its
sustainability measures include rainwater
harvesting, five wind turbines that provide
10% of base load electricity, low energy
lighting and movement sensors, natural
ventilation, onsite compacting and recycling,
and lots of natural daylight.

North West
appointments

Sami Istephan, a member of the BT North
West Regional Board, has been appointed
to The University of Salford’s External
Advisory Committee. The committee
provides a formal channel between the
University, industry, commerce and
public bodies.

Commenting on the announcement Sami
said “The North West Regional Board have
been working with various parts of The
University of Salford for some time on

a variety of research and regeneration
projects and this opportunity formalises
our close working relationship. I’'m pleased
to be able to represent BT on the committee
and help drive forward a rich agenda of
activity around a key partnership in the
North West”.
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BT partnership with Football Foundation
kicks off in Manchester

Hundreds of city youngsters are
being given the opportunity to get
to grips with the latest technology
and develop their sporting skills
thanks to the £1 million UK-wide
‘Communicating for Success’
programme, spearheaded by BT and
the Football Foundation.

Manchester City FCis leading the local initiative,
which will also involve the three ‘Manchester
Playing for Success’ study centres, partnered
with Sale Harriers Athletic Club.

Itis one of 12 new projects funded by BT and
the Football Foundation, working with sporting
organisations across the UK to bring the benefits
of sport and technology closer to the local
communities where they are based.

In Manchester, it will focus on helping young
people aged between 10 and 11 to use a variety
of information and communications technology
(ICT) resources to develop a programme of
activities to highlight the importance of healthy
eating and fitness to younger children at their
own schools.

‘City in the Community’ coaches from
Manchester City FC will be helping develop
the sport and health programme. It will
include using computer software tools
like PowerPoint and developing video and
editing skills to compile a DVD, explaining
to six and seven year olds the importance
of healthy eating and fitness.

Football and other sporting skills picked up during
fitness sessions with the coaches will also be
incorporated into their educational programmes.
Each of the participating pupils will receive a
commemorative medal and sports equipment for
their school.

It is expected around 350 pupils from 20 schools

across South, North East and central Manchester

will benefit over the next six months, experiencing
a total of more than 3,600 hours of learning, sport
and fun, thanks to ‘Communicating for Success’.

Mike Blackburn, BT’s North West regional director,
said: “BT is determined to tackle IT illiteracy
and help people of all ages and abilities prosper
through confidence with communications,
computers and the internet.

“The plans here in Manchester are extremely
exciting and will make an important contribution
to helping us achieve this goal, while delivering
against a very real issue in tackling obesity.”

Mike Blackburn at the Manchester launch

PM launches BT-backed scheme

Prime Minister Gordon Brown
visited Adastral Park, BT’s centre
for research, innovation and
technology in Suffolk earlier this
year to launch a new training
initiative for young people.

The Federated Apprenticeship Scheme
will offer young adults working for small
to medium-sized enterprises the chance
to gain a qualification in Information
Communication Technology.

BT is a member of a new organisation called
Innovation for the Digital Economic Age (IDEA)
which has been formed with local educational
bodies to collaborate on learning and skills
development in the East of England. IDEA
will run the trial, which will be watched with
interest across the UK, with Suffolk New College
and 30 apprenticeship places will be made
available for the new scheme during the 2009 —
10 academic year.

“Apprenticeships bring so many benefits to
everyone involved,” said the Prime Minister.
“They are an effective way for businesses to

obtain the right skills to get them through the
economic downturn, and offer a hand-picked,
motivated workforce.

“But they are also a way for keen and hard-
working young people to develop their skills and
experience in a workplace environment, which will
prepare and equip them for a fulfilling career.

“This scheme shows how companies working
together with Government can find solutions to
their skills needs and develop real opportunities
for young people around them.”
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For further information on what's happening in your region visit the BT Regions website at: www.bt.com/btregions



